Introduction
The creation of professional master's degrees covered by Opinion number 977/65 of Newton Sucupira (1) , which guided the development of the Brazilian postgraduate courses, was already considered a way of qualifying professionals for the workforce. In that opinion, the argument in favor of establishing this level of graduation was based on the need to ensure effective training to technicians and workers to act on the transfer of knowledge.
After 48 years from its proposition and the historical process involving its recognition and regulation in Brazil (2) (3) , there are still doubts concerning the graduation process in the professional master's degree programs in the various areas of knowledge. Defined as a type of stricto sensu post-graduation, Section 3 of Rule number 17/2009 (3) clarifies that this level of graduation is intended to qualify professionals for the "advanced practice, changing of applied procedures and processes, through the incorporation of the scientific method…". Another highlight is the expectation that the professional develops innovative methods aimed at solving specific problems.
It is showed in the Post-graduation National Plan 2011-2020 (4) that these programs should be clear about their particularities and that they "should not be considered, not designed, as a graduation lower than those of academic master's degrees and should be evaluated with help of specific parameters and supported within the grant system".
The graduation process in the professional master's degree programs should be based on the rigor of the development of the stricto sensu post-graduation, with the specific focus on an educational project marked by knowledge and abilities directed at the professional practice and technological progress (5) . The result of this process should be what most differentiates it from the academic master's degree, since it allows the formation of professionals outside the academic scenario, who are able to develop and use research to add value to their professional activities having a critical analysis of the work practice and promoting the development and implementation of technological production (6) .
For this reason, the evaluation process of the professional master's degree programs has become a strategic issue for the areas of knowledge, taking into account that all of them have developed, within their particularities, evaluation indicators with the differences they require. These indicators are still the subject of debate in many circumstances, including the Higher Among other aspects that are reasons for discussion and orientation for the evaluation process are: the origin of entrants, which must be mostly students with professional experience, the monitoring of the programs' graduates and the partnership with the services from which the students come from (7) .
For 
Method
This is a descriptive analytical study, with the main purpose of describing and analyzing the characteristics of a certain event or population (9) , carried out between part of the study. In total, 127 course completion studies were presented in the period studied.
To access the data, the original course completion studies available in the programs' pages were used.
Upon access to the dissertations, an instrument specifically developed for this research was used for data collection, which summarized information about the context covered and application of the study, topic area, activity area to which it was linked, objective, 
Scientific and Technological Development -CNPq and
Brazilian Nursing Association -ABEn (8, (10) (11) was used as basis; the classification of research areas was based on a recent national study, also covering the analysis of Nursing post-graduation in Brazil (11) .
The analysis and discussion of the results were based on their descriptive and analytical summary, in the light of the CAPES legislation related to professionals master's degree and related national scientific literature. It can be noted that, since the information is public, and as they do not directly involve human beings, there was no need for approval from the Research Ethics Committee, as per the National Health Council's recommendation.
Results
From the 127 course completion studies used, 81
were from UNESP/Botucatu, 34 from UFF and 12 from UFSC. The annual distribution of this production is shown in Figure 1 . The classification of studies according to the research areas is shown in Table 1 . where the care and management dimensions stand out (13) (14) .
Research areas n %
It is necessary to consider that there is currently a concern with the certification of the healthcare Research field is composed of knowledge, technology and innovation of which application results in improvements in the population's health (15) . This aspect is also shown in the Master's Degree Courses from other countries, where professional graduation is focused on improvement of care, use of practice based on evidence and innovation (16) (17) (18) .
The results of the programs also show, even incipiently, that the professional master's degree has the potential to strengthen the results focused on the improvement of care and the relationships between professionals and clients. These results lead to the use of light and light-hard technologies when considering the processes, especially those focused on the organization, but are still insignificant in relation to hard technologies (19) , such as the development of technological products. The analyzed results are related to the vocation of the Professional Nursing Activity, which is focused on the care, the management and the education and is little concerned with the creation of patentable products.
Concerning the perspectives of the professional master's degree programs, it is important to mention that the National Policy on Science, Technology and Healthcare Innovation points out that the creation of this education level is required to qualify technicians from the healthcare services network of the Unified Health System -SUS. This initiative is aimed at improving the qualification and skills in order to develop researches that will lead to the improvement of the professional practice and the quality of care (15) .
Despite taking the above indication into account, a study that analyzed the characteristics of the graduates from the professional master's degree programs in the area of healthcare science and technology management showed that, although there is "evidence of possible changes in the services where the graduates worked", difficulties were encountered in the healthcare institutions in relation to the incorporation of innovative proposals, especially those related to institutional management (20) .
In this sense, it is essential that programs are . The former were created in the early 2000s, while the latter were created in the 1970s. Therefore, the consolidation of the professional master's degree programs is a challenge to be overcome (20) (21) (22) (23) .
Final considerations
The The fact that the production analyzed has great similarity with that of the academic master's degree shows the required steps to be taken in order to improve the projects of the professionals master's degree programs, especially showing that it is essential to seek the identity of this level of education in the area, as well as the graduation process, with the purpose of supporting products that change the practice.
As for the products created, there was scientific accuracy in the studies that develop them, showing the commitment with knowledge production. The predominant methodological framework is the qualitative one, which allows intervention besides the investigation.
However, this is an aspect that needs to be improved, since the objective of the studies showed more investigation than intervention, and there is also a need to consider the relevance of clinical and epidemiological studies for practice improvement.
This preliminary analysis indicates a path to be built, which should be based on national policies that allow the production of professional master's degree, with development of technologies related to care/ healthcare practice, allowing an evidence-based professional practice.
It can also be noted the need to deepen the discussion in the Professional Nursing Activity area about the importance to develop and register patents.
The results point out to a gap in this issue, although the organizational field has stood out in the analyzed studies.
The analysis of the results of the study shows some 
